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Chapter 6: Prediction 
It is always impossible to ignore each party’s culture’s role in influencing it in relationship matters. A perfect case for this is Maxine and Gogol’s relationship in which Gogol has not yet accepted his roots. The conflict arises in the case where Gogol fails to understand that his culture is completely different from Maxine’s. He, therefore, gives himself to this new way of life that is seeing with the Ratliff’s. By looking at things and how the relationship is progressing, it is possible to predict how things will turn out. Based on the progression of Lahiri’s story, “The Namesake,” one predictable thing is that the relationship between Maxine and Gogol is likely to fail mainly because of the cultural issue. 
The relationship has fewer chances of succeeding because of Gogol’s view towards his culture. He views it as the best American culture because he admires the relational openness and physical affection that he sees in his girlfriend’s family. He even admires their living standards.  Lahiri says, “The Ratliffs own the moon that floats over the lake, and the sun and the clouds. It is a place that has been good to them, as much a part of them as a member of the family. The idea of returning year after year to a single place appeals to Gogol deeply” (285) Due to this view, he ends up giving himself entirely to this new family (Lahri 285). Also, Gogol has done all he can to lie that he does not have any Bengali past, which he has succeeded because Maxine has already believed him. Gogol has been losing himself trying to hide his true identity, not knowing that Maxine wants to love him the way he is regardless of his culture. Therefore, it is almost impossible to assume that the relationship will succeed. Thus, one prediction anyone can make is that the relationship is sure to fail because Gogol does not want to identify with it. 
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